
Access to Justice  
for Children with 
Mental Disabilities

I may not speak like you do. 
I may not learn as quickly as 
you do. I may be different but 
I have rights like you do.

At MDAC, we use the term ‘children with mental 
disabilities’ to include children with intellectual 
disabilities and children with psycho-social 
(mental health) disabilities.



Child-friendly  
inclusive justice

For the first time, information is being 
collected on the right for children to access 
justice in 10 countries of the European Union:

Children with mental 
disabilities are not second-
class citizens. They have a 
right to be supported to be 
full members of our societies.

The reality for many children, 
however, is that they are denied their 
fundamental rights. 93 million 
children with disabilities around the 
globe are “disabled” because of 
social barriers and attitudes. In 
many countries children with mental 
disabilities are excluded on the basis 
of their impairments, denied even 

the basic right to attain justice for 
abuse that they have suffered.

Many children with mental 
disabilities are not provided with 
adequate support to feel safe, 
healthy and happy. They are denied 
their right to an education in a 
classroom like any other children. 
Stopped from playing, sharing and 
interacting with other children, many 
children with mental disabilities 
receive little or no support to take 
part in their communities. Numerous 
children with mental disabilities are 

forced to live in institutions where 
they are isolated, neglected and 
exposed to all forms of violence.  

We want to end this denial of 
the human rights of children 
with mental disabilities. We 
believe that all children with 
mental disabilities must 
be supported to exercise 
self-determination and to 
participate in the decisions 
that affect them. Denying 
their right to attain justice 
should end. 

This is a right for all 
children, guaranteed in 
the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child 
and the UN Convention 
on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities.

•	 Bulgaria
•	 Czech Republic
•	 Hungary
•	 Ireland 
•	 Latvia 

•	 Lithuania 
•	 Romania
•	 Slovenia 
•	 Spain
•	 United Kingdom

Access to justice



With the help of our country partners, we are collecting 
information on the extent to which mental disabilities are 
really guaranteed access to justice in administrative, 
civil and criminal law. We are identifying good 
practice and challenges, including where decisions 
are made on where children with mental disabilities 
should be educated and live.

We  are also looking at the situation of children with 
mental disabilities who are victims, witnesses and 
alleged offenders of crimes.

We want to know more about the right to access justice of:

•	boys and girls with mental disabilities

•	 children in institutions

•	 children from minority groups including those from 
the Roma community

•	 young people who do not have parental care

•	homeless children

We want to include the views 
and expertise of:

•	People with mental disabilities
•	Governments
•	Ombudspersons offices
•	 Legal professionals
•	Social workers
•	Educational practitioners
•	Families
•	NGOs

YOU can provide us with information 
you have on what works well or not 
for children with mental disabilities 
in the justice system of your country

YOU can tell us about your story 
and the story of your country

YOU get the message out about this 
Project

YOU can help us create a strong 
network of support for children with 
mental disabilities 

YOU can contribute to the 
development of tools to improve 
access to justice for children mental 
disabilities in Europe by including:

•	development of an EU-wide 
research methodology to increase 
our knowledge about problems 
that children with disabilities have 
in accessing justice

•	 Standards to guide us in improving 
access to justice towards children 
with mental disabilities

•	 Training and education material 
legal professionals who have a 
key role in helping children with 
mental disabilities finding justice.

HELP US CREATE A EUROPE  
WHICH IS INCLUSIVE,  
RESPECTFUL AND JUST  

FOR ALL CHILDREN.

YOU can donate here:

www.mdac.info/donate



Who we are…

The Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) is an international 
human rights organisation which advances the rights of children 
and adults with intellectual disabilities and psycho-social 
disabilities. MDAC uses law to promote equality and social 
inclusion through strategic litigation, advocacy, research 
and monitoring and capacity-building. MDAC has special 
consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council, participatory status with the Council of Europe and is a 
member of the Fundamental Rights Platform of the EU Agency for 
Fundamental Rights.

This project is co-funded by  
the European Union

www.mdac.info                mentaldisabilityadvocacy                 @mdacintl

Project partners

To get involved, please contact: 

Stéphanie Burel
Project Manager
Mental Disability Advocacy Center
     sburel@mdac.info      + 36 1 413 2730


